
Some great courses owe as much to
effort and finances as to architectur-
al ingenuity.  Nine Bridges is a stun-

ning example of what results when all three
collide.  Designed by Ronald Fream and
David Dale of Golfplan, in Santa Rosa,
California, and opened in August 2001, the
South Korean course's estimated cost was
a staggering $100 million.  Small wonder
that Chi Chi Rodriguez described Nine

Bridges as a Taj Mahal of golf.  The Club at
Nine Bridges lives up to its motto - "Where
East Meets West" - by hosting the World
Club Championships.  There are two nines
here (Creek and Highland) and each clos-
es on a par 5, none better than Highland's
closer, which winds for 504 yards between
bunkers and around trees to an island
green.
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