
It had to happen sooner or later.
The nation’s golf course construc-
tion boom, while it hasn’t gone

bust, has certainly slowed consider-
ably from its high-water mark of 524
new openings in 2000.  Yet the lean
field of newcomers in 2002 produced
a strong collection of worthy venues.  

On the design side, many of the
“Top 10” layouts are classically
styled engineering marvels built on

difficult terrain that tested the skills of
the architect and will do the same for
golfers.  From a former army base
outside Boston to Technicolor
canyons in southern Nevada,
designers have once again show-
cased their ingenuity and demon-
strated the game’s amazing ability to
adapt to a wide range of environ-
ments.  Times are tough, but golf in
America continues to flourish.
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