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milky white each spring. A few years ago, 
this Gobi dust was even collected in South-
ern California.

After the easy site walk and review, lunch 
of pork and vegetable filled dumplings (lo-
cal takeout), we return to the hotel for more 
discussions. A typical Korean dinner of bar-
beque beef ribs on a grill set in mid-table 
follows. Kimche is prominent. Soju, the 
Korean sake-like drink, flows. An after-din-
ner massage on my birthday is not such a 
bad thing.

At 7 am, a car is waiting for the return 
trip to Beijing Capital International Airport, 
an efficient, modern airport. My 9:20 flight 
is basic Air China once again. It is just under 
two hours flying time to Ulaan Baatar, Mon-
golia. Mongolia is the 66th country I have 
visited on business matters. When I was last 
here, in November, it was cold. It’s still cold 
with temperatures hovering around minus 
10 degrees Celsius at sunrise. After humid Ja-
karta, and smoky Beijing, stepping into the 
dry, light air of Ulaan Baatar was, in its way, 
refreshing. At a 1,450-metre elevation, Ulaan 
Baatar is the true image of steppe geography. 
This is ‘big sky’ country for sure. The history 
of Chinggis Khaan is prominent here.

Much of the city reminds me of the 
older communist parts of Beijing or what 
was Leningrad – rigid, symmetrical, fea-
tureless mid-rise buildings left from Soviet 
times. Modern life is rapidly replacing the 
blandness of communist environments. 
The young women are very fashionable. 
New townhouse developments rival those 
found in California.

Golf in Mongolia is a new business for 

an energetic group of young entrepreneurs. 
The CEO is a Harvard MBA. They do satel-
lite communications, HP, Dell, Coca-Cola, 
brew Chinggis beer, distill Chinggis pre-
mium vodka, own Great Khaans Irish Pub, 
and now golf. Guinness on tap on March 
17th was an appropriate accompaniment to 
a lunch of ceasar salad and lamb stew. Din-
ner would be at a Kazakhstan restaurant. 
Australian and Chilean wine is available.

Today is Saturday. We take a short drive 
northeast of the city to the Terelj National 
Park. Early in the day, it is well under freez-
ing. Sheep, angora goats and a few camels 
are in view. The brilliant blue sky erases 
recent images of smoggy Beijing. At mid-
day, coffee and Glenfiddich soften the 
just-freezing and breezy conditions. The 
Tuul River, which borders the site for the 
golf course, is frozen solid. Frost and wisps 
of snow line the hillsides. No hint of spring 
growth on any of the scraggly willow and 
popular trees lining the river.

The views are grand; treeless but jag-

ged mountains frame much of the view. The 
project site is spectacular with great south-
facing views, sunrise, sunset, the river and 
golf. Housing will be put in to catch the sun 
and these views and provide a prestigious 
residential community at Mongolia’s first 
proper golf course.  

We are planning sites for the golf vil-
las and executive meeting centre, hotel and 
corporate suites. Part of the clubhouse will 
resemble the traditional felt Gur round tent 
the nomadic peoples of Mongolia tradition-
ally live in. Indigenous Bactrian camels, 
long-haired and with two humps, will be 
used to pull a drink trolley around the golf 
course to dispense various refreshments. We 
will name the project Kharkorum Golf Club 
after Chinggis Khaan’s capital city of 800 
years ago. A Great Khaan’s Irish Pub will pro-
vide clubhouse atmosphere. The traditional 
Gur will serve as our half-way houses on the 
golf courses.

With over 5,000 Koreans residing in 
Ulaan Baatar, I expect there will be great 
interest in this golf course. Golfplan has de-
signed 12 courses in Korea. We are familiar 
with the Korean love of golf and fully intend 
to tap that market here. The emerging middle 
class and travelled elite of Ulaan Baatar have 
also expressed serious interest in the project.

The golf season is only some six months 
due to the Siberian climate. Nonetheless, we 
expect eager visitors from Seoul, Tianjin, 
Beijing and Shanghai, when those huge 
metropolises face the pollution, heat and 
humidity of summer. The spring and sum-
mer will offer mild, sunny days without a 
trace of humidity. 

The views are grand; 
treeless but jagged moun-
tains frame much of the view. 
The project site is spectacu-
lar with great south-facing 
views, sunrise, sunset, the 
river and golf. 

Grand Khaan Irish Pub Kharkorum Country Club – Fream (right) on site with Enkh Amgalan and J. Od




